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of the Corruption on the Value Added Tax and the Customs Duty
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Abstract

This case study on Value Added Tax (VAT) and customs duty in Thailand
aims to examine the patterns of so-called ‘influential groups’ which commit organized
corruption as well as their relationships, corruption forms, and cooperation methods.
The influential groups that the study is targeted are: 1) persons holding political
positions who have the authority in which can potentially interfere the administrative
and legislative process 2) the government officials who responsible for tax collection;
and 3) the entrepreneurs and/or the fake entrepreneurs who seek tax benefits from
their business. Furthermore, two or more from these influential groups could be
collaborate to commit a corrupt act as well as its members in each group itself; or
collaborate among members within the same group in 1) or 2) or 3) Such cooperation
usually appears in a form of using hidden power to interfere the government officials
act, or the negligence of public officials on their duty. The purpose of this type of
corruption is to provide the VAT and customs duty benefits to the influential groups,

in which considering to be the illegal acts by using legal loopholes.

Keywords: influential group, VAT corruption, customs corruption
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