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Abstract

Disclosure of assets and liabilities (the “Accounts”) of persons exercising the
state power, nowadays, is made into four groups of position: (1) Prime Minister; (2)
Ministers; (3) Members of House of Representative; and (4) Members of Senate. Such
exercise is, however, not restricted only to those mentioned groups, but also regular
government officials in the public sector. Assets inspection is then a tool for the Na-
tional Anti-Corruption Commission or NACC (the “Commission”) to check and balance

the high-level public officials whether they have exercised their power for a group -
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personal interests or not.

The research team’s views rest on the assumption that the disclosure of the accounts
of those four groups mentioned above are not yet adequate for enhancing transpar-
ency in their power. In this way, the study of foreign countries’ criteria for assets dis-
closure should be conducted. Those countries, namely the United States of America,
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China, and Indo-
nesia, have been chosen based on the disclosure of the accounts and their Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI) ranking.

This study on state officials’ position and the disclosure of the accounts
(the “Research”) employs qualitative research methods by means of documentary re-
search with three objectives. The first is to comparatively study thoughts, principles, the
disclosure of the Accounts and positions required between Thailand and foreign countries.
The second objective is to provide recommendations on positions of state officials whose
accounts should be disclosed to the public. Then, the last objective is the analysis of
the disclosure’s trend in accordance with the Organic Act on Anti-Corruption, B. E. 2018
(the “Act”).

From the study, the criteria - for the disclosure — can be concluded as follows:
(1) being political officer-holders; (2) being high-level state officials; (3) being state of-
ficials who can exercise discretionary powers towards people; (4) being state officials
with powers and duties to provide justice; and (5) being agencies with powers and
duties to deter and suppress corruption.

In this way, the research’s recommendations for the Commission and the Office
of the NACC are as follows: firstly, there should be the disclosure of the Accounts of
the NACC executives of 120 positions. The positions comprise six Deputy Secretar-
ies-General, six Assistant Secretaries-General, nine Regional Assistant Secretaries-Gen-
eral, and 99 Directors of Bureaus/Institute/Centers. Also, 27 of Commissioners’ advisors
and secretaries should also disclose their Accounts. Secondly, the assets inspection
process should be adjusted to harmonize with the Accounts disclosure. Thirdly, Ac-
counts disclosure platform and Assets Collecting and Analysis Information System
(ACAS) should be developed effectively and efficiently so that they are able to support
assets and liabilities submission by electronic means and the online Accounts disclo-
sure. Next, network system and electronics accessories supporting the information

system should be prepared for being of assistance in the asset inspection mission (in
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clause 8). Finally, the Commission’s role in the assets inspection should pay more
attention to clues and complaints given by the private sector and the media and then

run the inspection thoroughly so as to find facts and irregularity in such Accounts.

Keywords: Disclosure of Assets and Liabilities Accounts, Criteria on Disclosure of Offi-

cials’ Assets and Liabilities Accounts
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