Measures to Protect Employees who are Whistleblowers
in the German Legal System
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Abstract

In each law, its legal virtue has aim to protect differently. Whereas the law protects
“Whistleblower” as an informant of information about illegal acts, corruption, abuse of power or
actions which affect the public interest, are disclosed to the public. At the same time, such
disseminated confidential information may affect the rights and freedoms of the individual or
organization which is disclosed, or it may cause damage to other aspects; such as national security,
trade secret and economic value, including honor, reputation, etc.

In the German legal system, it places importance to the protection of whistleblowers.
Although specific laws have not yet been enacted to protect whistleblowers, there are several
relevant legal measures which have legal effect of protecting whistleblowers. Meanwhile, the
German legal system also considers the rights and liberties, as well as the impact which will occur
to the parties whose information is disclosed or reported. When the legal virtues collide with the
values of things that are protected by law, it is necessary to weigh those legal values.

In this article, therefore, it aims to study the determinations of legal protection conditions
in Germany for whistleblowing employees by considering the protection conditions from many
laws, and to find out which legal virtues that the German legal system give precedence. It is an
indemnity that the whistleblower can raise to fight with the legal values of the employer or
organization whose information is disclosed. Moreover, the European Court of Human Rights’

verdicts about whistleblower protection for employees are also studied.
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Tumanduiu “mMsudsuisianisuenssdns” fe nsiliawedoya lwiskan1snsyinineanluds
sy 1y desnavu Tunsdidnani AanmsvdessdnshilélinnuBuson vildmansgvinvediuds
UIzRanIBueNATUBIAUsENaUANAnludIuveIn slawedeys “Iaeldisiua” eg1elsnd e1ally
ufaunzuaniouen salamedoya Anudunisgsiavemisnuniefans lnedianuniieysslovy
drusam nanfe Twmgdlaiduamnuians eglidmilferinneuunuduitu wagdeviegesjmneg
voamsnsgviduiil dosdadumadodiasznisuis fagilifudaizuanisuenldsuenifunuia
9191 Lleaanuiny 17 vesdsdydAdestunisuadunisnisdiliifusssy Tadmuadeuly
padUsznauAuRnlit nmaufauisuaiifuaufianungraneatuiife nadamedoya armdums
g3fa “uiletngusrasdlunisudedunianisé wledselovtidiunu iousslomivosyanaiany vieiiie
reliAnmudemesdlasgrmiauidwesians” fegrsesnsdiizieiasuesdlsenauaiuin
muas 17 wissgtyaavesfunisudstumenisiilsidusssy wu fudauzualdmmouunuain
Aownaru vieudinszanidminissiidnunseaey Aenafelddinsuesdusenauniuiin fady
AnuRnegresiuinuizuaiausgtuyamngdlalunisdawedoys arudu viswwizuadang
(Deutscher Bundestag, 2019, p. 6)
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UsgiuAuRANINe19ed “n1suidauizianisuenesins” ddeaniedunidisiniseyin §
LIguzkanven “nandesdulagyouniangvuie” (Rechtfertigender Notstand) mu1ns) 34
Uszananguingageesiunndumaeniiurnuiavesnuld wu guisuizwalideys Wawmeaudu
vospsAnavioians iletasiinndunselndasiintu uifudnuizuadosdauiming sswheuselon
finueavieyaraduazseniuanadunse funadefiazifauimissnunienamsignidawedoya As
Tafibwifnunnniiu ndndesfulaereusenguunsiaienfesliinsdaiminauavesdsingmneg
sefunsessznineUsloviifudsuizuavdodiuinazldfuannmmsudoya amdunianisi fu
nad1eTiasdnsuIoRansazfosiuanmsgnidamedena Audumagsia (Agonafer, 2019, p. 23)

Tafesziene nandesdulagrausienguuieniuuing 34 Ussuianguungeigeesiuds
FonfedifuinusuadiondenldiBnisiiduluminiu ndnie mndudaueiaasdrmdnanudndumn
Fummonifuaruiuiianiseng fdesusingdeifiariei maudsdeyanieiizuatu viufteduases
AusTIIMINgmineagslaogimils warusnmieluaniBmsudauzsuaniedamedoyaniuduves
psAnsvideRants AliBNsBulafiussaTnqusrasAluRefunsyinanimavdeegudl (Agonafer,
2019, p. 23) Tnsianzagnads lunsdveansudausualudaneusnesdnsiiu foufifuinuizuans
FonliBnsudaunsuaoanluiassnruluiiui msdeadonlditnisdu o Aflnugunsviensevy
mirssuniefamstiesiiganou wu nsudsdeyamsnseiiaviensyaindusedfuiaveunislu
osAnsiou Faaeyilildsumnuduasosuuiientu “nsudaunzuanieluesdns” tuies (Reinbacher,
2018) fredeulvmangmnewtull douduisnisuiliivasdestuilinhenuniessdnsgnnduunds
wiodudaiunndegndng Inedreindunmsudauizuamungmuneg

6. wineniiuausurarardeneTuniuns

1wl 2019 finmsusemaldnguaneadulvdludssmaeesuil As SyUngRimeniuauasos
ANAUN955NA(Gesetz zum Schutz von Geschéftsgeheimnissen — GeschGehG) Seusinidenindn
voasgiindRatutiazfunsosnudunsssianisi witinstydifenudueseauniuiauizualy
LAY

Y wva 1 v [ [y a

11951 5 Nr. 2 uniesglnyeliinmennuAuasasnuaumegsialanmuatesn Juliinsdnume

g} q
[

foyandenuduvesgsiald dudunslamedeyativafunisnseiiangvane uielalusnis
fudusuiiianatn msnsevhiiateiudn viensnssrilnefiveuvesuitn il Fesegneldtoulydn
madamedeyanuduninisividovesgainiu q andulsslesidediusy fuinusuaviolideya
ANUAUAINEITNLATUANMUANATOININNINTT 5 Nr. 2 Ya935UaAI1A8AINANATEIAIUEUNIY
g379 flazligndiunfiongn wasuisnmidesshetignilamedeyaliannsatioasondndemelunisuns

MnKuINUIzuEld (Deutscher Bundestag, 2019, p. 9)

N3aTINNT Y. B9 15 adui 1
wmsnsfuasesgnisdudufudsunzualussuungrunewesiu



wa | a

ETIOE LﬁUIéj’jW%JﬁUZUZUWJ’W\’JEJﬂ’JWJJﬂ@JﬂiENWNZJﬁUWNS?ﬂ?] L‘UUﬂ{]ﬁllWEJL&IE]ilIH@ﬂQUUMUQVI

g} q
[ [y

EJ‘LJEJ‘LJQQ‘Viaﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂllﬂi@ﬂﬂi”l&lsljuﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁmu I@aMumuﬂmmmﬂwﬂwivia%ummmvm ﬂmwaua

o
v [y

AUAUYIIIAITAN LLauEJ\‘iLU‘Uﬂ{]‘VilI’WEJ‘V]LLﬁ@ﬂI‘ML'Vi‘LlﬂQﬂ’]ﬂ%ﬁ’muﬁ’]ﬂmﬂ‘ULQG]U’]ﬂ’]EJiU“U’ENNLL"NL‘U’]uLLﬁ ‘1/1

>

v

wldsuarmduasedlifessufinfiomauniauazeng mnnsdamedoyannudunamsdduldngyii
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7. msduasasgniteiidududaunzuaniuuuadininunaadnsuywevuglsy # ECHR 115 (2011)

foufaridlunfifndulutuindmiueurniitisuasdoanisnmsquaifufivas Geung H. files
A dugraeneuia dusifeunniau 2003 fafounatau 2004 w19 H. waziiiousuatugn
Avuanszuiiuniuafnn szthuineursviauaauyaains vhlfung H uaziiteusasauay
3u 9 Feswunduniszeundndunaiuiy Belunindu aatunisalfinanafdmalinisusnnslidl
AUAMALLNATEILTUINALYS fausdifeunguniay 2003 un H. Bufienisteuayliansariinu
vsduldnadu nefindngiunianisunndduduin onistaedinaradunaniainnisinaunindu
szozinatenu Tufeungadniou 2003 mihsanudiiimiinsaaouninsgiuaaiunetuialids
nifsderdouludsthuinaursidana1n erfuumsgrununmnnsliuing seduanuiienslalunns
THu3msand LazAENSIIRLARLYAAINS

suludioungainiou 2004 ung H. IfdunididesoaSeuludrheuimsvesusntuinauys
Faduuedrvesnu Taenanrin msithusinaussvauaauyaainsililiassadnvinasgiusu
aaazenld uarfosweliheumsvesuiinuandiidiuiennudilalunisaisanuiulalusasgu
nslfuinisuiaussvdediae dheumsvesuivnuiastendrivmiienun luideusuanau 2004
uns H. fesusluadidelng Tasnanvin vidnbiflyaansegraifismediazliuinisanninganiad
Tawanld iliAnarundsuasdunsouniagiae Sdlundndu wi H. Ssndnmriuidndssuuunie
Tymlagliminnusisaudeyanisliuinisda

Twflauunsiay 2005 W H. gnidndns Tnswedndlivenadn wia H. idgmaguamdugUassa
sommhauuazinisarthesnnnt 90 uludiiun fefu w H. wasifleusiunusuniidagnis
atuayuresanamusLiviluudlafvisnlaeliteny wu “Wedlsfifintu nsvhauvesman
13agnihaneas” vide “nisdudumamdteiteTamingning” uwastliiduin nadnfadunauiain
nsfimutlosafidalneiouisn nszuaunisasuamunisnseiinvesudtauiosesus H. gniniu
pdausnludiounuaius 2005 udflsifinisduiiunisaeuausousasndla (European Court of Human
Rights, 2011, p. 2).

"9 H. Hlosmausanueesiu anmsiinugnidndislaglivennaindismii mausanudus
wiudn maviluvawesgilesadiduieinlunisuananiudaiunusgsssuysy Sskilsnsnsevingin
Huvthiimudyarirsussnuudedisle madndsdsliveumengmng udmagnssalndumfining
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(LAG Berlin, Urt. v. 28.03.2006, Az. 7 Sa 1884/05) wazlvitiodnnisidndnedinaniungvuiale iwsnzeiy
Uszanangmuneuns (BGB) suaaliunedudndyandnslaviuil wmnusinglowiaasand “wgdunissu
flala” Tenuduiusaudygridiensdniiuneluls deivaseiignineflesuedndduafiengyigiu
[ 1 < Y 1 1 UG v al a 1 a 1 g.}/ a i
dolns geuduniswansliiudl gnanaddunthnlunisiensnuazieilswngdns 8elunintdu n1sidndng
< A o = a a 1 ¥ 2/ 2% aAa a a ¥ Y
Aduluieinguszasdalunsundestaidsanigsiaveshewsdne weindeddnsidnindaslidesuen
nandnilanIungrie ndRnAfininwvedaaanssal u1e H. JalddurmSosdenasysssuuny
' o e ] Iy v o v va = = A o ! a a
WEVUS wieasgassuyyy WiumSadlinansan Tul 2008 u1e H. Jstiudlossoradniuyve vy
gl5U (European Court of Human Rights, 2011, p. 2).
Ussthuddgmadnsuyveruglsloniunilsznounsidadefe madnduyveyus wWivi
weRn1salveu H. filespdtuidnvasveanisidu “gudauisua” Ay una H. geudedlisuaiy
AumsanasnmlunsianspuAniununUydaliluuns 10 veseydyaglstivednsuyvesy
(European Convention on Human Rights - EUCHR) ﬂaJmLﬁiﬂﬁWiUﬂﬂiLLamﬂ’JﬂaJﬂﬂmumung‘mma
NUFIUVBUEDIT UL mammu ANAFNBUY YL YU f\]waamumumumwmiﬂummLaimwiummam
anwAniuvesilesnd Aunstesturudsmeluiedoswesuisnuneing udmagnssalivasiundy
lallsmBuenUsziiumaluanuseneunisiiansan (European Court of Human Rights, 2011, p. 3).
Aadvsuyveru danudiudt Tudinudszandulaetu nsiassavuldsunsudeyaieanu
nsaflusufivnnsesvesusentiuinaursigeuduusylesinediusiu wazddmdnuinnionis
Untlasdeidesvesuien Bdlunintu madvisuyvevun Tanuiusisluanmagnssaiiwssiu lnaues
31 gilesmdlugusdududauizuatiu ldudauisuanisnszininesussnlaeladivggelaies
Amauwnu Nsnsevveitesnidadunisnszyiaciy “lnennugesn” madnSuyveyun Jsfininy
Tiszmeeasuiivaldandemeauniilosnisindudunsdu 15,000 gls (Reinbacher, 2018)

8. gnarsffudaiunzuauudodenussulay

Lf’iaamﬂﬂﬁ]ﬁgﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁaé’amaaﬂaﬂ WU Facebook, XING wag Twitter Aupg19unsany bu
vaneaiaisuTIngimauaninuRniuiitdnuastadonguing WU MIWEUNINTNANLNDLTANT AT
desedonnuinivasy sanfsnsviudszam uwagluvarensdlgnirseadufinounsdoya uanininy
AntufineliAnnadomesouneinmioosdnsvewny siliiAndawdn uedsdansrugninuans
AnwARA U Tinnsnu wiedeyanelumhenuuudedsnussuladlsniel

MNATUINANNFNRUSTUMINTIIIUnaNngranewe sy udaninadliasninlunisuans
AUARILUAILIAST 5 ngraneiiugiu uigndnafidinsduiihfidesnisndois uasldnussings T
LwaiﬂwﬂawuaLasmLﬂaimamaqmamqmaamm waziensnanslunsUszneuatwvasnenadsliiy
ms¥usedlimuanes 12 ngranefiugiugudu
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nsdifigniransunsderuniinuudedsausoulatiiu lumsngmnedondesiodn gnirdlalésy
AmuAuAsesiarenagnidnslinungrnenss udlunsdiitoyanisnsyyininusensussngddvey
suaﬂmaﬁww%ﬁﬁwﬁqﬂ%’wﬁwmLNEJLLWi'ﬁ?uLfJuL%w%Q Hanenguaneasdugule mniarsandn
Aaduvesmaigsssuyguisaniiusy luefn 7ldiagauurdfininwliluad Lath-Urteil (Urt. V.
15.01.1958, Az. BVerfG 7, 198) 11 “ludspudszaiulae adnmlunisuanseufaiiududedifivmin
uazaaAddny wazidunisludnsuyveyu” sjammmiﬁl,ﬁulﬁ’h Aatwesduiiuualuululunig
Auesaaainmlumsuansewanidiuresyanainnd i ol mnaziimsasinugndreiueunsdoya i
Asdialmensdiianinnstig nsvhauiiundgugminansaansenssouniteyatu vieusdis
IpSunaldemen1ansieg1agunse Wy nsdigndnewesusenivriniuarone1nsineunItayaasuy
dodinueaulatiin vitnuheuazeafinwhawegdenlusiheieuareinfisiaignuaglais
AN NavBINSNgLNsTayadanavihliussnlasuaudems gnendndyan w1ed1anae
gnisnufananmemnnszimsiiiunifivesgnindunisinudeldssuesuTenls (Oberwetter,
2011)

0619l5AR mandfiTnnwIvesmadvsuywerus 9 ECHR 115 (2011) ey minseming
mnudsmevesihemeinafuUsslenifidenuazlisuanmsivideyaizuanisnseyii avesurang
fae mnnsweunIdoyazaieas Tt uasilAaUslemisediusin maflidmdnu
Usglewiansnsnzannnindeldosuarusslovivesunedng madvduyuevus Janaundininwlii
ynnadniisiuinanaimeiignitudedoyausuanisnseinfin dadudeyaiiiuusslovide
a151304YU gnANNAvESunsesAdemela

9. unasy

fawlivszwaeesuddtluinstyafngunedndenisduaseaduisuisualilaewne uafd
untiyaafldduasesudauizuasglungrunenaisatu 19y ANLANATEININAYVLNBLTINY AN
Auasesiiagligndniunfiongn vielignileadenandemelunsuns deduudifuiadoddyiinase
msinaulavesgnindlumadamedeyavioudauisua vnusaanuInsnIsAueseIINg et
wigndeudsuizuavglasuanuduasedudnuasifeatuneiy uifonslimemesenisdnduls
Wameteyaiianuazideaseu mngninguiauizuadsiinnuinadenansenulusnudu q og s
afanmsnsmengranedilinnuduasesivainratsgenaitenusiul aungndnedudaunzua sues
darasioTausssunInsIvaeuluesdng

hudamnsuaivongvang mnfiasananundidfnguinawosiuatiusing 4 flfiiledunsos
gnaneiduguiauizua azfiuldin wgraiUavdveInguInemd A ATUNI8 A9
seminmsduasesgninefudnuizuatunansenuiiesfadudisunedne Sniadamengnuinunlids
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